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Doom and Sorrow: Achilleus’ physical expression of mourning in the Iliad 
 

Achilleus learns of Patroklos’ death; Il. 18.15-351 
 
     [Hoj o$ tau~q' w#rmaine kata_ fre/na kai\ kata_ qumo&n, 15 
to&fra& oi9 e0ggu&qen h}lqen a)gauou~ Ne/storoj ui9o_j 
da&krua qerma_ xe/wn, fa&to d' a)ggeli/hn a)legeinh&n: 
w! moi Phle/oj ui9e\ dai5fronoj h} ma&la lugrh~j 
peu&seai a)ggeli/hj, h$ mh_ w!felle gene/sqai. 
kei=tai Pa&trokloj, ne/kuoj de\ dh_ a)mfima&xontai  20 
gumnou~: a)ta_r ta& ge teu&xe' e1xei koruqai/oloj  #Ektwr.’ 
     w$j fa&to, to_n d' a!xeoj nefe/lh e0ka&luye me/laina: 
a)mfote/rh|si de\ xersi\n e9lw_n ko&nin ai0qalo&essan 
xeu&ato ka_k kefalh~j, xari/en d' h!|sxune pro&swpon: 
nektare/w| de\ xitw~ni me/lain' a)mfi/zane te/frh.  25 
au)to_j d' e0n koni/h|si me/gaj megalwsti\ tanusqei\j 
kei=to, fi/lh|si de\ xersi\ ko&mhn h!|sxune dai5zwn. 
dmw|ai\ d' a$j A)xileu_j lhi5ssato Pa&troklo&j te 
qumo_n a)khxe/menai mega&l' i1axon, e0k de\ qu&raze 
e1dramon a)mf' A)xilh~a dai5frona, xersi\ de\ pa~sai  30 
sth&qea peplh&gonto, lu&qen d' u(po_ gui=a e9ka&sthj. 
A)nti/loxoj d' e9te/rwqen o)du&reto da&krua lei/bwn 
xei=raj e1xwn A)xilh~oj: o$ d' e1stene kuda&limon kh~r: 
dei/die ga_r mh_ laimo_n a)pamh&seie sidh&rw|. 
smerdale/on d' w!|mwcen:     35 
 
     While he pondered thus in mind and heart, there came up to him the son of lordly Nestor, shedding hot 
tears, and spoke the grievous tidings: ‘Alas, son of battled-minded Peleos, woeful is the tidings you must hear, 
such as I would wish had never been.  Low lies Patroklos, and around his corpse they are fighting – his naked 
corpse – but his armour Hektor of the flashing helmet holds.’ 
     So he spoke, and a black cloud of grief enfolded Achilleus, and with both hands he took the dark dust and 
poured it over his head and defiled his fair face, and on his fragrant tunic the black ashes fell.  And he himself 
in the dust lay outstretched, mighty in his mightiness, and with his own hand he tore and marred his hair.  
And the handmaidens whom Achilleus and Patroklos had taken as booty shrieked aloud in anguish of heart, 
and ran out from inside around battle-minded Achilleus, and all beat their breasts with their hands, and the 
knees of each one were loosed beneath her.  And facing them Antilochos wailed and shed tears, holding the 
hands of Achilleus, who groaned in his noble heart; for he feared that he might cut his throat with the knife.  
The terribly did Achilleus groan aloud… 
 
Refusal to eat; Il. 19.205-214 

 
h} t' a@n e1gwge      205 

nu~n me\n a)nw&goimi ptolemi/zein ui[aj A)xaiw~n 
nh&stiaj a)kmh&nouj, a#ma d' h)eli/w| katadu&nti 
                                                           
1 all Iliad translations are. A.T. Murray, revised by W.F. Wyatt (Loeb, 1999) 
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teu&cesqai me/ga do&rpon, e0ph_n teisai/meqa lw&bhn. 
pri\n d' ou! pwj a@n e1moige fi/lon kata_ laimo_n i0ei/h 
ou) po&sij ou)de\ brw~sij e9tai/rou teqnhw~toj   210 
o#j moi e0ni\ klisi/h| dedai+gme/noj o)ce/i+ xalkw?| 
kei=tai a)na_ pro&quron tetramme/noj, a)mfi\ d' e9tai=roi 
mu&rontai: to& moi ou! ti meta_ fresi\ tau~ta me/mhlen, 
a)lla_ fo&noj te kai\ ai[ma kai\ a)rgale/oj sto&noj a)ndrw~n. 
 
Surely for my own part I would even now command the sons of the Acheans to do battle fasting and unfed, and 
at the setting of the sun to make ready a great meal, when we have avenged the outrage.  Until then, down my 
throat, at least, neither drink nor food with pass, since my comrade is dead, who in my hut lies mangled by the 
sharp sword, his feet turned toward the door, while round about him our comrades mourn; so it is not at all 
these things that concern my mind, but slaying, and blood, and the grievous groans of men. 
 
Ritualised Mourning; Il. 23.1-23. 
 
     w$j oi4 me\n stena&xonto kata_ pto&lin: au)ta_r A)xaioi\ 
e0pei\ dh_ nh~a&j te kai\ E(llh&sponton i3konto, 
oi4 me\n a!r' e0ski/dnanto e9h_n e0pi\ nh~a e3kastoj, 
Murmido&naj d' ou)k ei1a a)poski/dnasqai A)xilleu&j, 

a)ll' o# ge oi[j e9ta&roisi filoptole/moisi methu&da:  5 

‘Murmido&nej taxu&pwloi e0moi\ e0ri/hrej e9tai=roi 
mh_ dh& pw u(p' o!xesfi luw&meqa mw&nuxaj i3ppouj, 
a)ll' au)toi=j i3ppoisi kai\ a#rmasin a}sson i0o&ntej 
Pa&troklon klai/wmen: o$ ga_r ge/raj e0sti\ qano&ntwn. 

au)ta_r e0pei/ k' o)looi=o tetarpw&mesqa go&oio,  10 

i3ppouj lusa&menoi dorph&somen e0nqa&de pa&ntej.’ 
     w$j e1faq', oi4 d' w!|mwcan a)olle/ej, h}rxe d' A)xilleu&j. 
oi4 de\ tri\j peri\ nekro_n e0u%trixaj h!lasan i3ppouj 
muro&menoi: meta_ de/ sfi Qe/tij go&ou i3meron w}rse. 

deu&onto ya&maqoi, deu&onto de\ teu&xea fwtw~n  15 

da&krusi: toi=on ga_r po&qeon mh&stwra fo&boio. 
toi=si de\ Phlei5dhj a(dinou~ e0ch~rxe go&oio 
xei=raj e0p' a)ndrofo&nouj qe/menoj sth&qessin e9tai/rou: 
xai=re/ moi w} Pa&trokle kai\ ei0n A)i5dao do&moisi: 

pa&nta ga_r h!dh toi tele/w ta_ pa&roiqen u(pe/sthn  20 

#Ektora deu~r' e0ru&saj dw&sein kusi\n w)ma_ da&sasqai, 
dw&deka de\ propa&roiqe purh~j a)podeirotomh&sein 
Trw&wn a)glaa_ te/kna se/qen ktame/noio xolwqei/j. 
 

     Thus they made lamentation throughout the city; but the Acheans, when they came to the ships and the 
Hellespont, scattered each to his own ship; but the Myrmidons Achilleus did not allow to scatter, but spoke 
among his war-loving comrades, saying ‘Myrmidons of fleet steeds, my trusty comrades, let us not yet loose 
our single-hoofed horses from their chariots, but with horses and chariots let us draw near and mourn 
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Patroklos; for that is the privilege of the dead.  Then when we have taken our fill of dire lamenting, we will 
unyoke our horses and take our meal here all together.’ 
     So he spoke, and they raised the voice of wailing all with one accord, and Achilleus was the leader.  Then 
thrice about the corpse they drove their fair-manned steeds, mourning: and among them Thetis roused desire 
of lamentation.  Wetted were the sands and wetted the armour of the warriors with their tears; so mighty a 
deviser of rout was he for whom they mourned.  And among them the son of Peleos was leader in the 
vehement lamentation, laying his may-slaying hands on the breast of his comrade: ‘Hail, Patroklos, even in the 
house of Haides, for now I am bringing to fulfilment all that I promised you before: that I would drag Hektor 
here and give him raw to dogs to devour, and of twelve glorious sons of the Trojans would I cut the throats 
before your pyre in my wrath at your slaying.’ 
 
Refusing to Wash; Il. 23.43-47 
 
‘ou) ma_ Zh~n', o#j ti/j te qew~n u#patoj kai\ a!ristoj, 
ou) qe/mij e0sti\ loetra_ karh&atoj a}sson i9ke/sqai 
pri/n g' e0ni\ Pa&troklon qe/menai puri\ sh~ma& te xeu~ai  45 
kei/rasqai/ te ko&mhn, e0pei\ ou! m' e1ti deu&teron w{de 
i3cet' a!xoj kradi/hn o!fra zwoi=si metei/w.’ 
 
‘No, by Zeus, who is highest and best of gods, it cannot be that water should come near my head until I have 
laid Patroklos on the fire and heaped him a mound and have cut my hair, since never more will a second grief 
so reach my heart, while yet I am among the living.’ 
 
Patroklos appears to Achilleus; Il. 23.69-92 
 

‘eu#deij, au)ta_r e0mei=o lelasme/noj e1pleu A)xilleu~. 

ou) me/n meu zw&ontoj a)kh&deij, a)lla_ qano&ntoj:  70 

qa&pte/ me o#tti ta&xista pu&laj A)i5dao perh&sw. 
th~le/ me ei1rgousi yuxai\ ei1dwla kamo&ntwn, 
ou)de/ me/ pw mi/sgesqai u(pe\r potamoi=o e0w~sin, 
a)ll' au!twj a)la&lhmai a)n' eu)rupule\j A!i+doj dw~. 

kai/ moi do_j th_n xei=r': o)lofu&romai, ou) ga_r e1t' au}tij 75 

ni/somai e0c A)i5dao, e0ph&n me puro_j lela&xhte. 
ou) me\n ga_r zwoi/ ge fi/lwn a)pa&neuqen e9tai/rwn 
boula_j e9zo&menoi bouleu&somen, a)ll' e0me\ me\n kh_r 
a)mfe/xane stugerh&, h# per la&xe gigno&meno&n per: 

kai\ de\ soi\ au)tw?| moi=ra, qeoi=j e0piei/kel' A)xilleu~,  80 

tei/xei u#po Trw&wn eu)hfene/wn a)pole/sqai. 
a!llo de/ toi e0re/w kai\ e0fh&somai ai1 ke pi/qhai: 
mh_ e0ma_ sw~n a)pa&neuqe tiqh&menai o)ste/' A)xilleu~, 
a)ll' o(mou~ w(j e0tra&fhmen e0n u(mete/roisi do&moisin, 
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eu}te/ me tutqo_n e0o&nta Menoi/tioj e0c O)po&entoj  85 

h!gagen u(me/tero&nd' a)ndroktasi/hj u#po lugrh~j, 
h!mati tw?| o#te pai=da kate/ktanon A)mfida&mantoj 
nh&pioj ou)k e0qe/lwn a)mf' a)straga&loisi xolwqei/j: 
e1nqa& me deca&menoj e0n dw&masin i9ppo&ta Phleu_j 

e1trafe/ t' e0nduke/wj kai\ so_n qera&pont' o)no&mhnen:  90 

w$j de\ kai\ o)ste/a nw~i+n o(mh_ soro_j a)mfikalu&ptoi 
xru&seoj a)mfiforeu&j, to&n toi po&re po&tnia mh&thr.’ 
 

‘You sleep, and have proved forgetful of me, Achilleus.  Not while I lived were you unmindful of me, but now 
that I am dead!  Bury me with all speed, let me pass inside the gates of Haides.  Far do the spirits keep me away, 
the phantoms of men that have done with toils, and they do not yet allow me to mingle with them beyond the 
river, but vainly I wander through the wide-gated house of Haides.  And give me your hand, I beg you, for 
never more will I return out of Haides, when once you have given me my share of fire.  Never more in life will 
we sit apart from our dear comrades and take counsel together, but loathsome fate has gaped around me, the 
fate that was appointed me even from my birth.  And for you yourself also, godlike Achilleus, it is fated to die 
beneath the wall of the wealthy Trojans.  And another thing I will tell you, and charge you, if you will listen.  
Lay not my bones apart from yours, Achilleus, but let them lie together, just as we were reared in your house 
when Menoetios brought me, still a little lad, from Opoeis to your country because of grievous man-slaying on 
the day I slew Amphidamos’ son – fool that I was, but I willed it not – angered over dice.  Then the horseman 
Peleos received me in his house and reared me with kindly care and named me your attendant; so too let one 
coffer enfold our bones, a golden coffer with two handles, the one your queenly mother gave you.’ 
 
Achilleus mourns and attempts to defile Hektor’s body; Il. 24.1-24 
 
lu~to d' a)gw&n, laoi\ de\ qoa_j e0pi\ nh~aj e3kastoi 
e0ski/dnant' i0e/nai. toi\ me\n do&rpoio me/donto 
u#pnou te glukerou~ tarph&menai: au)ta_r A)xilleu_j 
klai=e fi/lou e9ta&rou memnhme/noj, ou)de/ min u#pnoj 

h#|rei pandama&twr, a)ll' e0stre/fet' e1nqa kai\ e1nqa  5 

Patro&klou poqe/wn a)ndroth~ta& te kai\ me/noj h)u%, 
h)d' o(po&sa tolu&peuse su_n au)tw?| kai\ pa&qen a!lgea 
a)ndrw~n te ptole/mouj a)legeina& te ku&mata pei/rwn: 
tw~n mimnhsko&menoj qalero_n kata_ da&kruon ei]ben, 

a!llot' e0pi\ pleura_j katakei/menoj, a!llote d' au}te  10 

u#ptioj, a!llote de\ prhnh&j: tote\ d' o)rqo_j a)nasta_j 
dineu&esk' a)lu&wn para_ qi=n' a(lo&j: ou)de/ min h)w_j 
fainome/nh lh&qesken u(pei\r a#la t' h)i+o&naj te. 
a)ll' o# g' e0pei\ zeu&ceien u(f' a#rmasin w)ke/aj i3ppouj, 

E#ktora d' e3lkesqai dhsa&sketo di/frou o!pisqen,  15 
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tri\j d' e0ru&saj peri\ sh~ma Menoitia&dao qano&ntoj 
au}tij e0ni\ klisi/h| paue/sketo, to_n de/ t' e1asken 
e0n ko&ni e0ktanu&saj proprhne/a: toi=o d' A)po&llwn 
pa~san a)eikei/hn a!pexe xroi6 fw~t' e0leai/rwn 

kai\ teqnho&ta per: peri\ d' ai0gi/di pa&nta ka&lupte  20 

xrusei/h|, i3na mh& min a)podru&foi e9lkusta&zwn. 
 

     Then was the assembly broken up, and the men scattered, each man to his own ship.  The rest took thought 
of a meal and sweet sleep, to take their fill; but Achilleus wept, ever remembering his dear comrade, nor did 
sleep, that subdues all, lay hold of him, but he turned ever this way and that, yearning for the manhood and 
valiant might of Patroklos, thinking on all he had done with him and all the woes he had borne, passing though 
wars of men and the grievous waves.  Thinking on these things he would shed large tears, laying now on his 
side, now on his back, and now on his face; and then again he would rise to his feet and roam distraught along 
the shore of the sea.  Nor would he fail to see the Dawn as she shone over the sea and the beaches.  But he 
would yoke his swift horses to the chariot, and bind Hektor behind the chariot and drag him; and when he had 
hauled him thrice about the mound of the dead son on Menoetios, he would rest again in his hut, but would 
leave Hektor outstretched on his face in the dust.  But Apollo kept all defacement from his flesh, pitying the 
warrior even in death, and with the golden aegis he covered him wholly so that Achilleus might not tear his 
body as he dragged him. 
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