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Doom and Sorrow: Achilleus’ physical expression of mourning in the Iliad

Achilleus learns of Patroklos’ death: I. 18.15-35"
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While he pondered thus in mind and heart, there came up to him the son of lordly Nestor, shedding hot

tears, and spoke the grievous tidings: ‘Alas, son of battled-minded Peleos, woeful is the tidings you must hear,

such as I would wish had never been. Low lies Patroklos, and around his corpse they are fighting - his naked

corpse - but his armour Hektor of the flashing helmet holds.’

So he spoke, and a black cloud of grief enfolded Achilleus, and with both hands he took the dark dust and
poured it over his head and defiled his fair face, and on his fragrant tunic the black ashes fell. And he himself

in the dust lay outstretched, mighty in his mightiness, and with his own hand he tore and marred his hair.

And the handmaidens whom Achilleus and Patroklos had taken as booty shrieked aloud in anguish of heart,

and ran out from inside around battle-minded Achilleus, and all beat their breasts with their hands, and the

knees of each one were loosed beneath her. And facing them Antilochos wailed and shed tears, holding the
hands of Achilleus, who groaned in his noble heart; for he feared that he might cut his throat with the knife.

The terribly did Achilleus groan aloud...

Refusal to eat; Il. 19.205-214
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! all 1liad translations are. A.T. Murray, revised by W.F. Wyatt (Loeb, 1999)
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TeuEeaBot peyo Sopmov, ey Teloaipebor AcdPnv.

mpv & ol Mws av egorye GIAov kaTa Aaipov 1€in

o{J Trémg oudt Bpddois eTalpou TeBNTOS 210
os ot EVl K)\lom SeSaiyuEvos ogsl xoO\Kco

KslTou v npoeupov TsTpauusvog, awbl ) ETO(lpOl
uupowou TO Lol ou Tl HETO( q>p50| TOUTA usun)\sv

oMo hovos Te kal o Kol GPYGAEOS GTOVOS AVSPadV.

Surely for my own part I would even now command the sons of the Acheans to do battle fasting and unfed, and
at the setting of the sun to make ready a great meal, when we have avenged the outrage. Until then, down my
throat, at least, neither drink nor food with pass, since my comrade is dead, who in my hut lies mangled by the
sharp sword, his feet turned toward the door, while round about him our comrades mourn; so it is not at all
these things that concern my mind, but slaying, and blood, and the grievous groans of men.

Ritualised Mourning; Il. 23.1-23.

@S Ol LUEV OTEVAXOVTO KATa TTOAMV" auTap Axaiol
emel 8N vjas Te kot EAAnomovTov kovTo,
Ol HEV P’ EOKISVAVTO ETV ETTL VIO EKAOTOS,
MupuiSovas &8 ouk gia amrookidvacBor AxiAAeus,
aAN’ © ye ols ETAPOIGI PIANOTTOAEHOIG! HETHUSK 5
‘Mupu180ovEs TarXUTTwAOL EHOL EPITPES ETONPOI
um 8N e T Oxeadt AucdpeBa ucdvuyas 1TTous,
AN QUTOLS TTTTOIG! Kol OPHOGIY ZOOOV 10VTES
TTaTpokAov KAKIWUEY" O Yop YEPOS 0TI BavovTeov.
aUTOP ETEL K OAOOIO TETOPTTCIUESD YOOI, 10
\mrmous Aucapevol Sopmmoouev evbade TovTes.’
s Epab’, ol & duwav aohkees, hpxe & AxiAeus.
ol 8¢ Tpls TMEPI VEKPOV EUTPIXOS NACoaV 1TTTTOUS
HUPOUEVOL" UETO 8E ot OETIS YOOU TUEPOV COPTE.
Sevovto Yapabol, SevovTo 8¢ TEUXEX POTAV 15
Sakpuat® Tolov yap mobeov unotwpa Gpofoto.
Tolot 8¢ TTnAe18ns adivou eEnpxe yoolo
XeElpas €T avdpodovous Beuevos otnbecoiv eTaipou:
xo(1pe pot o TatpokAe kal elv AlSao Souoiot:
TavTa yop o Tol TEAEw Ta Tapotbev UTECTNY 20
“ExTopa SeUp’ EpUCOS SICELY KUav copa Sacacbat,
Scddeka 8¢ TpoTapolbe TUPTS aTTOSEIPOTOUNOEIV
Tpwwv ayhaa Tekva oeBev kTapgvolo Xohwbels.

Thus they made lamentation throughout the city; but the Acheans, when they came to the ships and the
Hellespont, scattered each to his own ship; but the Myrmidons Achilleus did not allow to scatter, but spoke
among his war-loving comrades, saying ‘Myrmidons of fleet steeds, my trusty comrades, let us not yet loose

our single-hoofed horses from their chariots, but with horses and chariots let us draw near and mourn
2
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Patroklos; for that is the privilege of the dead. Then when we have taken our fill of dire lamenting, we will
unyoke our horses and take our meal here all together.’

So he spoke, and they raised the voice of wailing all with one accord, and Achilleus was the leader. Then
thrice about the corpse they drove their fair-manned steeds, mourning: and among them Thetis roused desire
of lamentation. Wetted were the sands and wetted the armour of the warriors with their tears; so mighty a
deviser of rout was he for whom they mourned. And among them the son of Peleos was leader in the
vehement lamentation, laying his may-slaying hands on the breast of his comrade: ‘Hail, Patroklos, even in the
house of Haides, for now I am bringing to fulfilment all that I promised you before: that I would drag Hektor
here and give him raw to dogs to devour, and of twelve glorious sons of the Trojans would I cut the throats

before your pyre in my wrath at your slaying.’

Refusing to Wash: Il. 23.43-47

‘ou p& Znv’, 0s Tis Te BecdvV UTTATOS Kol APIGTOS,

ou Béuts eoTi AoeTpa kapnaTos &ooov 1keaban

mpv Y évt TTatpokhov Bepgvan Tupl oNua Te XEUa 45
kelpooBal Te koun, ETel oL [’ ETI SeUTEPOV COSE

1EeT axos kpadiny odpa Lwolol peTelc.”

‘No, by Zeus, who is highest and best of gods, it cannot be that water should come near my head until I have
laid Patroklos on the fire and heaped him a mound and have cut my hair, since never more will a second grief
so reach my heart, while yet I am among the living.’

Patroklos appears to Achilleus: II. 23.69-92

‘€USElS, aUTOP EpElO AeAaouevos EAeu AxiAAgL.

ou pev pev LwovTos akndels, aAo Bavovtos: 70
farrte we OTTI TaxioTa MUAas Aldao mepnoc.

TNAE pe elpyouct Yuxal el8wAo KAUOVTwWY,

OUSE pE T pioyecbal UTTEP TOTAHOIO EQXTIY,

oA\ aUTws aAaAnuat av’ euputudes AiSos 8.

kol ot 8os TNV Xelp * OAohUPOUaL, OU YOp ET aUTIS 75
vicouol €€ A18ao, ety e Tupos AehaxmTe.

ou eV yop Cwol ye GpiAwv amaveubev eTalpwov

Boulas eCopevol Bouleuoopev, cAN ELE HEV KNP

QUPEXTVE GTUYEPT, T TTEP AGXE Y1YVOUEVOV TIEQ”

kol 8 ool aUTw polpa, Beols emielkeN” AxIANe, 80
Telxel UTTO Tpadcv eundevewov amoleéadal.

aAlo 8¢ Tol EpEw ko Epnoouat ol ke Tibnau

UM Eue ooV amaveube TIBNuevat ooTe AxIAAEY,

oA’ OLOU OS ETPOPTUEY EV UUETEPOIGT SOUOIGIY,
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gUTE e TuTOoV eovTa MevoiTios € OmoevTos 85
Nyoryev UuETEPOVS avdpokTacing Umo AuypTs,

NUOT! Te OTe TO18a KaTekTavov AudidauavTos

vNTios ouk eBEAcV aud acTpayalolot xohwbels:

gvBa pe SeEapevos ev Scopactv immota TTnAeus

ETPadE T EVSUKEWS KOl 0oV BepaTTOVT OVOUMVEY* 90
s 8& Kol OOTEX VIV OUT GOPOS AUPIKGAUTITOL

XPUCEOS aUP1HOPEUS, TOV TOI TTOPE TOTVIC UNTNP.’

‘You sleep, and have proved forgetful of me, Achilleus. Not while I lived were you unmindful of me, but now
that I am dead! Bury me with all speed, let me pass inside the gates of Haides. Far do the spirits keep me away,
the phantoms of men that have done with toils, and they do not yet allow me to mingle with them beyond the
river, but vainly I wander through the wide-gated house of Haides. And give me your hand, I beg you, for
never more will I return out of Haides, when once you have given me my share of fire. Never more in life will
we sit apart from our dear comrades and take counsel together, but loathsome fate has gaped around me, the
fate that was appointed me even from my birth. And for you yourself also, godlike Achilleus, it is fated to die
beneath the wall of the wealthy Trojans. And another thing I will tell you, and charge you, if you will listen.
Lay not my bones apart from yours, Achilleus, but let them lie together, just as we were reared in your house
when Menoetios brought me, still a little lad, from Opoeis to your country because of grievous man-slaying on
the day I slew Amphidamos’ son - fool that I was, but I willed it not - angered over dice. Then the horseman
Peleos received me in his house and reared me with kindly care and named me your attendant; so too let one

coffer enfold our bones, a golden coffer with two handles, the one your queenly mother gave you.’

Achilleus mourns and attempts to defile Hektor’s body: Il. 24.1-24

AUTo & aycdv, Aaot 8¢ Boas £l VoS EKOGTOL

€0KISVOVT 1€val. Tol UEV SOpTrolo HESOVTO

UTrVou Te yAukepoU Topmmuevatl” auTtap AxiAAeus

kAol pIAOU ETAPOU UEUVIUEVOS, OUSE WiV UTTVOS

npel TovSapaTwp, GAN EcTpedeT Evbor kol EvBa 5
TToatpokhou Tobewov avSpoTnTa Te KOl PEVOS MU,

nd omoco TOAUTIEUGE GUV OUTE Kol TabBev ahyea

avSP@V Te TTOAEHOUS OAEYEIVA Te KUNGTO TEIPCIV®

TV HIpVNokouevos Baepov katar Sakpuov €1fev,

aANOT ETTI TAEUPOS KATOKEIUEVOS, GANOTE &8 aiTe 10
utrTIos, GAhoTe 8¢ Tpnvns - ToTe 8 opbos avaoTas
Siveveok ahucov Topa Blv’ ahos* oUSE UiV Nws

dotvopevn Anbeckev umeip oAa T Miovas Te.

oA\ 0 Yy emel CevEelev U TPUOCIV CIKENS 1TTTTOUS,

ExTopa & ghkeaban SnoackeTo Sippou omiade, 15
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Tpis & epuoas mepl onua Mevortiadao BavovTtos

aUTIS EVI KAIGIT) TOUECKETO, TOV OE T ECOKEV

£V KOVI EKTOVUCOS TTpoTpnEa” Tolo 8 ATTOAAwV

TGOV AEIKEINY ATEXE XPOI DT EAcaipcov

kol TeBunoTa mep® mePl & alyldt TAVTH KAAUTITE 20
XPUGELT, Tva un piv amodpudot EAkuoTaleov.

Then was the assembly broken up, and the men scattered, each man to his own ship. The rest took thought
of a meal and sweet sleep, to take their fill; but Achilleus wept, ever remembering his dear comrade, nor did
sleep, that subdues all, lay hold of him, but he turned ever this way and that, yearning for the manhood and
valiant might of Patroklos, thinking on all he had done with him and all the woes he had borne, passing though
wars of men and the grievous waves. Thinking on these things he would shed large tears, laying now on his
side, now on his back, and now on his face; and then again he would rise to his feet and roam distraught along
the shore of the sea. Nor would he fail to see the Dawn as she shone over the sea and the beaches. But he
would yoke his swift horses to the chariot, and bind Hektor behind the chariot and drag him; and when he had
hauled him thrice about the mound of the dead son on Menoetios, he would rest again in his hut, but would
leave Hektor outstretched on his face in the dust. But Apollo kept all defacement from his flesh, pitying the
warrior even in death, and with the golden aegis he covered him wholly so that Achilleus might not tear his
body as he dragged him.
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