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In the Ground and In the Sky: Chthonic/Ouranic Dichotomy in Early Greek Cult

1. Fairbanks (1900): 2

‘The conclusion is unavoidable that we are not justified in describing any one type of worship as distinctly
chthonic... Gods connected with souls, i.e. chthonic gods in the narrower sense of the term, belong to a class of gods
who are easily roused to anger and who have special blessings to bestow, and in the worship of these gods
propitiatory sacrifice and mystic sacrifice are the commoner forms of worship.’

Fairbanks did, however, create ‘classes’ of divinities that he considered to be strictly ‘chthonic’ in nature. These
included i) gods associated with souls (what he described as the ‘poetic’ chthonism, ii) chthonic used as a term to
describe agrarian gods (the ‘cultic’ chthonism), iii) heroes and iv) souls of the dead (the ‘chthonioi proper’).
Fairbanks considered the first two classes to be the most important and stressed that they should not be confused
or conflated into one another. cf Fairbanks (1900): 247, 248-9)

2. Parker (2011): 80-81. Emphasis my own.

‘The adjective chthonios, of the earth, or closely comparable expressions, are from time to time applied to the
following classes of being, and sometimes to more than one simultaneously: (1) the ordinary dead; (2) the powerful
dead, the heroes; (3) gods associated with the underworld such as Persephone, Haides/Plouton, Hecate, Hermes and
groups such as the Erinyes/Eumenides/Semnai; (4) the gods of agriculture, Earth, Demeter, and (in one of his
aspects) Zeus. When applied to Demeter and Zeus, the epithet “earthy” may primarily indicate not a place of
residence but a sphere of activity, agriculture. Even so, the fact that, Olympians though they are (so too is Hermes),
they can receive the chthonian epithet, proves that the distinction between the two classes is not an absolute one.

3.Isocrates 5.117. Trans. R. Parker

GAAG kol TV Be®@V Tovg pEV TOV ayad®Vv aitiovg Nuiv Gvtag 'OAVUTIOUG TPOSAYOPEVOUEVOUG, TOUG & €mi TAig
GUUPOPAIG Kal TATG TIHWPIALG TETAYHEVOUG SUOXEPESTEPAG TAG EMWVLUIAG EXOVTAG, KAl TV PEV Kal TOUG 10110TaG Kal
Ta¢ mOAeg Kal vewg kal Bwpolg 18pupévoug, Tovg & olT év Talg bxaig oUT €v talg Buoiaig Tipwuévoug, GAN
GTOTOUTAG AVTOV NUAG TOLOUHEVOUC.

In the case of gods too I observe that those who bring men blessings are called Olympians, while those responsible
for calamities and punishment have less pleasant names; private individuals and cities have founded temples and
altars of the one group, while the other is honoured neither in sacrifices nor in prayers, but we perform rites of
expulsion against them.

4. The Nekyomanteia in Thesprotia
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AT 15 HEQE THAT You'll NCED
To MAME Voo SRS To
THE SHADES of THE DEAD,.”

“THESE AALRAILED il DRAY THE DEAD To
Yol AND DLl BND THEM To Youk QUEHTIOND,
FOROMS THEM To ANNER TRTHLLLY”

6. Pausanias 1.17.5
“Ounpdg té pot dokel TadTAEWPAKWS £ Te TNV GAANY Toinotv dnotoAuficat TV £v7Aidou kai dn kai td dvopata Tolg
TOTAMOTG A0 TV EvOeoTpwTidl B€cOart.

Homer, I think, had seen these places and boldly ventured to recreate Haides” realm in his poem and further to
name the rivers after those in Thesprotia.
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