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‘To the black-walled house of Persephone…’:  Persephone’s claim to rule the Underworld in Early Greek Religion 
 
1. Pindar, fragment 133 (Race); from Plato. Meno. 81b. Translation W.H. Race. 
oi[si de\ Fersefo/na paina\n palaiou= te/nqeoj 
de/cetai, e0j to\n u3perqen a3lion kei/nwn e0na/tw| e1pai+ 
a0ndidoi= yuxa\j pa/lin, e0k ta=n basilh=ej a0gauoi/ 
kai\ sqe/nei kraipnoi\ sofi/a| te me/gistoi 
a!ndrej au!cont’: e0j de\ to\n loipo\n xro/non h3roej a9- 
     gnoi\ pro\j a0nqrw/pwn kale/ontai. 
 
But for those from whom Persephone accepts requital for the ancient grief, in the ninth year she returns their soul 
to the upper sunlight; from them arise proud kings and men who are swift in strength and greatest in wisdom, and 
for the rest of time they are called sacred by men.  
 
2.  Gold tablet from Thurii, 4th century BCE.  OF 489.  Edmonds A2; Graf/Johnston 7; Bernabé/Jiménez L10a.  Edition 
and translation Edmonds. 
1Erxoma<i> e0<k> ka<qa>rw=n {sxonwn} kaqara/, x<q>oni/wn basi/l{n}ei<a>, 
Eu]kle kai\ Eu0bouleu= {i} kai\ qeoi\ <kai\> dai/mo<n>e<j> a1lloi: 

kai\ ga\r e0gw\n u9mw=n ge/no<j> eu1xomai o1lbion ei]nai 

po<i>na\n d’ a0ntape/{i}te{se}i<s>’ e1rgwn e3neka ou1ti dika<i/>wn. 

ei1te me Mo<i=>ra e0da/mas<s>’ {ato} ei1te a0steroph=ta k<e>raunw=n. 

nu=n d’ i9ke/ti<j> h3kw pa<ra>i\ a9gnh\<n> Fe<r>sefo/ne<i>an, 

w#j me{i} pro/f<r>w<n> pe/myh<i> e3draj e0j eu0age/{i}wn. 

 
Pure I from the pure, Queen of those below the earth, 
And Eukles and Eubouleus and the other gods and daimons; 
For I also claim that I am of your blessed race. 
Recompense I have paid on account of deeds not just; 
Either Fate mastered me or the thunderer flinging the lightning bold. 
Now I come, a suppliant, to holy Persephone, 
That she, gracious, may send me to the seats of the blessed. 
 
3. h.Hom. Dem. 364-369. Trans. Martin L. West. 
  e1nqa d’ e0ou=sa 
despo/sseij pa/ntwn o9po/sa zw/ei te kai\ e3rpei, 
tima\j de\ sxh/shisqa met’ a0qana/toisi megi/staj, 
tw=n d’ a0dikhsa/ntwn ti/sij e1ssetai h1mata pa/nta, 
oi3 ken mh\ qusi/hisi teon me/noj i9la/skwntai 
eu0age/wj e1rdontej, e0nai/sima dw=ra telou=ntej. 
 
‘By being here, you will be mistress of everything that lives and moves, and have the greatest privileges among the 
immortals, while there will ever be punishment for those who act unrighteously and fail to propitiate your fury 
with sacrifices, in holy performance, making the due offerings.’ 
 
 
 
 
 

Gold tablet from Thessaly.  The J. Paul Getty Museum. 



4. Examples of pinakes from Lokri 
    

 
The abduction of Persephone. Image source: L. Costamagna and C 
Sabbione, Una città in Magna Grecia Locri Epizefiri, Laruffa Editore, Reggio 
Calabria 1990 fig. 62 
 
 
 

 
Persephone and Haides on the throne. Image source: G. Incorpora, Locri Antica e Geraece, P. 
Nuovo ed., Bologna, 1980, 2nd ed. 47. 
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