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‘To the black-walled house of Persephone...”: Persephone’s claim to rule the Underworld in Early Greek Religion

1. Pindar, fragment 133 (Race); from Plato. Meno. 81b. Translation W.H. Race.
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But for those from whom Persephone accepts requital for the ancient grief, in the ninth year she returns their soul
to the upper sunlight; from them arise proud kings and men who are swift in strength and greatest in wisdom, and
for the rest of time they are called sacred by men.

2. Gold tablet from Thurii, 4™ century BCE. OF 489. Edmonds A2: Graf/Johnston 7: Bernabé/Jiménez L10a. Edition
and translation Edmonds.

"Epxouo<it> e<k> ka<Bo>padv {oxovwv} kabapa, x<B>ovicov PaciMvlei<a>,
EUkAe ka1 EUBouleu {1} kot Beot <ka> Saripo<v>g<s> aAAot®

KOl YO EYWV VMGV YEVo<s> euxouat OABLov glvai

mo<i>vav & avtame{i}te{oshi<o>’ Epycov gveka oUTI Sika<i>wov.

giTe ue Mo<i>pa eSapao<0>" {arTo} €1Te AOTEPOTINTOL K<E>POAUVCIV.

VOV &’ 1KETI<S> K@ Ta<po>1 ayvn<v> Pe<p>cepove<i>av,

s Hefl} mpod<p>co<v> mepPn<i> edpas €s evaryefitcov.

Pure I from the pure, Queen of those below the earth,

And Eukles and Eubouleus and the other gods and daimons;
For I also claim that I am of your blessed race.

Recompense I have paid on account of deeds not just;

Either Fate mastered me or the thunderer flinging the lightning bold.

Now I come, a suppliant, to holy Persephone, Gold tablet from Thessaly. The J. Paul Getty Museum,
That she, gracious, may send me to the seats of the blessed.

3. h.Hom. Dem. 364-369. Trans. Martin L. West.
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‘By being here, you will be mistress of everything that lives and moves, and have the greatest privileges among the
immortals, while there will ever be punishment for those who act unrighteously and fail to propitiate your fury
with sacrifices, in holy performance, making the due offerings.’



4. Examples of pinakes from Lokri

The abduction of Persephone. Image source: L. Costamagna and C
Sabbione, Una citta in Magna Grecia Locri Epizefiri, Laruffa Editore, Reggio
Calabria 1990 fig. 62

Persephone and Haides on the throne. Image source: G. Incorpora, Locri Antica e Geraece, P.
Nuovo ed., Bologna, 1980, 2" ed. 47.
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